
 
 

Using BLM’s GeoCommunicator Map Services in Google™ Earth 
 
The following document describes the process of using Google™ Earth to bring in your saved kml files, 

GeoCommunicator Rest Services (http://www.geocommunicator.gov/ArcGIS/rest/services) or 

GeoCommunicator (http://www.geocommunicator.gov) ArcIMS map services. GeoCommunicator is the 

Bureau of Land Management’s publication system for spatial data, interactive maps, map services, and 

web services. 

 

You must install the Google™ Earth viewer on your computer before you can view data from 

GeoCommunicator.  

 

Important Notice: Please read the Data Disclaimer at the end of this document.  

 

1-Open Your Saved KML/KMZ Files in Google™ Earth:  

Open Google™ Earth 

Select File > Open to bring in your local kml or kmz files. 

 

2-Open GeoCommunicator ArcGIS REST Services in Google™ Earth: 

Open Google™ Earth 

Open http://www.geocommunicator.gov/ArcGIS/rest/services in your browser 

 
 

Select SMA or other service from the list. 

The ArcGIS Services Directory for the layer will be displayed as shown below. 

Under “View In:” Select “Google™ Earth” 

You will be asked to Save or Open. Select “Open”. The layer will open in Google™ Earth. 

http://www.geocommunicator.gov/ArcGIS/rest/services
http://www.geocommunicator.gov/
http://www.geocommunicator.gov/ArcGIS/rest/services


 
 

3-Bring GeoCommunicator ArcIMS WMS Services into Google™ Earth: 

Step 1:  

Open Google™ Earth 

 

Step 2:  

Click “Add” button > Image Overlay or select the Image Overlay Button as shown below. 

 



 
 

Step 3: 

Click on the Refresh tab and then on the WMS Parameters button  

 

 
 

Click Image 

Overlay Button 

1-Click the 

Refresh Tab 

2-Click the WMS 

Parameters 



Step 4: 

Click the "Add..." button 
 

 
 

Step 5: 

From the “Enter WMS Server URL”, add any of the following URLs: 

 

 
 

 

 

 

PLSS Land Descriptions: (PLSS - meridian, township, range, section, aliquot, lots, etc) 
http://www.geocommunicator.gov/wmsconnector/com.esri.wms.Esrimap/BLM_MAP_PLSS? 

 

BLM Surface Management Agency Boundaries: 
http://www.geocommunicator.gov/wmsconnector/com.esri.wms.Esrimap/BLM_MAP_SURFACE_MGT_AG

Y? 

BLM Range Allotment and Wild Horse and Burro Area Boundaries:  
http://www.geocommunicator.gov/wmsconnector/com.esri.wms.Esrimap/BLM_MAP_RANGELAND? 

 

Note there are ArcGIS wms services but they will bring in a white background that is not desirable. 

 

Step 6: 

 

Choose the layers from the service you wish to display and click the Add -> arrow button to add them to 

the display list. 

 

Click Add button 

Paste the URL 

from below into 

the URL field 

and click OK 



 
 

 
 

The layers from the BLM's server will load in whenever you zoom or pan.  In some cases the scale 

dependency of the layer will prevent it from displaying.   

 

 

Step 7: 

  

The data will be skewed, to correct it, right click on the layer name from the map viewer, and click on 

Properties. In the URL link field add "&reaspect=false" to the end of the URL. If you would like to save 

your customized view, use the ‘Save As’ button to save it as a kml file with the connection parameters. 

Next time you want to use the file use the File > Open to bring in the kml file.  

Click the Add button to 

move the layers to the 

selected list in the right 

window.   

The selected layers 

appear in the list in the 

right window. Repeat the 

selection process to add 

more layers from the left 

window or remove layers 

you don’t want. Click 

Apply to add the data to 

the map. 

 

Additional map services 

can be added using the 

Add button or click OK 

to exit. 



 
 

Properties window for setting reaspect. 

 

 
 

Note: if you get an error look at the layer Properties Window in the Link field: sometimes 

‘www.geocommunicator.com’ gets replaced with ‘cruxmap.esri.com’. If this happens you will get an 

error and you will need to replace the ‘cruxmap.esri.com’ with ‘www.geocommunicator.gov’. 

 

 

Below is a URL with the added text. 

http://www.geocommunicator.gov:80/wmsconnector/com.esri.wms.Esrimap/BLM_LSIS_wms?VERSIO

N=1.1.1&REQUEST=GetMap&SRS=EPSG:4326&WIDTH=512&HEIGHT=512&LAYERS=detail_twp

,detail_ladesc,detail_first,detail_first_labels&STYLES=default,default,default,default,default&TRANSP

ARENT=TRUE &FORMAT=image/png&reaspect=false 

Right-click the layer name.  
 

Click the Properties button.  
 

Note: Use the Save As 

option if you want to save 

the view and connection 

information. 

Add &reaspect=false at the end 

of the link to fix the scale 

problem. 

 

Click OK 



Data Disclaimer 

The data on GeoCommunicator are provided “as is”, and the U. S. Bureau of Land Management (BLM) assumes 

no responsibility for errors or omissions.  The User assumes the entire risk associated with its use of these 

data.  The BLM shall not be held liable for any use or misuse of the data described and/or contained herein.  

The User bears all responsibility in determining whether these data are fit for the User’s intended use.    

The information contained in these data is dynamic and may change over time. The data are not better than the 

original sources from which they were derived, and both scale and accuracy may vary across the data set.  

These data may not have the accuracy, resolution, completeness, timeliness, or other characteristics 

appropriate for applications that potential users of the data may contemplate.  The User is encouraged to 

carefully consider the content of the metadata file associated with these data.  These data are neither official 

records, nor legal documents and must not be used as such.  Official records may be referenced at the BLM 

State offices.  Please report any errors in the data to the BLM office where the lands are located.  

The U. S. Bureau of Land Management should be cited as the data source in any products derived from these 

data.   Any Users wishing to modify the data are obligated to describe the types of modifications they have 

performed.  The User specifically agrees not to misrepresent the data, nor to imply that changes made were 

approved or endorsed by BLM.  This information may be updated without notification.  By using these data you 

hereby agree to these conditions. 

No warranty is made by the U. S. Bureau of Land Management (BLM) for use of the data for purposes not 

intended by BLM.  The BLM assumes no responsibility for errors or omissions.  No warranty is made by the U. S. 

Bureau of Land Management as to the accuracy, reliability, relevancy, timeliness, utility, or completeness of 

these data, maps, geographic location for individual use or aggregate use with other data; nor shall the act of 

distribution to contractors, partners, or beyond, constitute any such warranty for individual or aggregate data 

use with other data.  Although these data have been processed successfully on computers of BLM, no warranty, 

expressed or implied, is made by BLM regarding the use of these data on any other system, or for general or 

scientific purposes, nor does the fact of distribution constitute or imply any such warranty.    In no event shall 

the BLM have any liability whatsoever for payment of any consequential, incidental, indirect, special, or tort 

damages of any kind, including, but not limited to, any loss of profits arising out of the use or reliance on the 

geographic data or arising out of the delivery, installation, operation, or support by BLM. Please read the DOI 

disclaimer for more information. 
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